
MARK YOUR CALENDARS, AND MAKE 
YOUR HOTEL ROOM RESERVATIONS;
THE NEW ENGLAND VEGETABLE AND FRUIT 
MEETING IS COMING SOON!
    The New England Vegetable & Berry Conference and 
the New England Fruit Meeting have officially merged 
into the New England Vegetable and Fruit Conference, 
which will be held every two years. The conference will be 
held this December 13, 14, 15 at the Radisson Hotel in 
Manchester, NH and will include 24 educational sessions 
over 3 days, covering major vegetable, berry and tree fruit 
crops as well as various special topics.
    A Farmer to Farmer meeting after each morning and 
afternoon session will  bring speakers and farmers together 
for informal, in-depth discussion on certain issues.
    This conference is put together with close collaboration 
between growers and Extension from across the region. 
The steering committee gathers the best speakers from 
within our region and across the country to let you know 
about the latest innovations and advances in the fruit and 
vegetable industry.
    Twenty-four educational sessions over three days will 
mix the best theory and practice regarding major fruit, 
berry and vegetable crops. Virtually every session from 
Strawberry on Tuesday morning to Sweet Corn School. on 
Thursday afternoon will include the perspective of both 
farmers and Extension staff and researchers.
    There will also be an extensive Trade Show with over 
100 exhibitors that sell books, equipment, fencing, fertil-
izers, greenhouses, instruments, insurance, packaging, 
pesticides, seeds, and more!
    The event is sponsored by the New England Vegetable 
& Berry Growers Association and the Massachusetts Fruit 
Grower’s Association in conjunction with the Universities 
of Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, Vermont and Maine, as well Cornell University and 
the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station in coop-
eration with the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
    The 3-day educational program offers 4 concurrent ses-
sions each morning and afternoon. On Tuesday, December 
13 the sessions are on: strawberries, tomatoes, biorational 

and biological pest control, potatoes, leafy greens, root 
crops, and tree fruit. On Wednesday, December 14 ses-
sions are on: tree fruit, pumpkins, blueberries, soil health, 
greenhouse tomatoes, and organic. The sessions on Thurs-
day, December 15 are on: viticulture, sweet corn, cucurbits, 
brambles, winter growing, sweet corn, peppers and egg-
plant, and cut flowers.
    The Annual Banquet of the New England Vegetable and 
Berry Growers Association will be held during the confer-
ence, on Wednesday evening. The speaker will be Roger 
Swain from People, Places, and Plants. Roger also hosted 
Victory Garden for many years.
    The pre-registration fee to attend any part or all of the 
conference or trade show is $60 for the first member of a 
farm business and $30 for each additional member (family 
or employee) when pre-registered with first member. The 
pre-registration fee for students (high school or college) 
is $20 each when pre-registered by the instructor. There is 
an additional fee of $10 per person, in each category, for 
late registration or walk-ins. Pre-registration must be 
received by November 30, 2005. (There has been some 
confusion about registration fees but the fees list above are 
accurate.)
    *You must make your own room reservations with the 
Radisson Hotel Manchester! *I suggest you call early, as 
they are likely to sell out before the deadline of November 
30. Room rates are $93 per night, single or double occu-
pancy. call (603) 625-1000 and mention the conference by 
name to get the above rate, or book on-line at: http://www.
radisson.com/manchesternh with promotional code VEG-
BER.
    Additional information on the New England Vegetable 
and Berry Conference and the New England Fruit Meet-
ing, including the complete program with speakers and 
topics, as well as downloadable registration material, may 
be found at http://www.newenglandvfc.org.  All Vermont 
farmers and agency personnel who are subscribers to Veg-
etable Notes in hard copy, or in email, if we have your full 
address, will be getting a hard copy of the conference bro-
chure mailed to them in  the next few weeks. Others, please 
contact me with requests and I will mail them out.

--Steering Committee, NEVFC
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RESTORING OUR SEED CONFERENCE
When: Oct 29-30, 2005
Where:  Bramble Hill Farm, 
593 S. Pleasant st, Amherst, MA
Restoring Our Seed is a SARE funded project whose goal is to 
develop knowledge and skill for seed saving and on-farm breed-

ing, especially for organic farmers and gardeners.

--Bring your seed to exchange, and bring heirloom squashes 
to display and taste

Oct 29th, Saturday 
8:30  Registration
9:00  Introduction – Why Save Seed?
9:30  Hands-on Seed Cleaning – Will Bonsall, Seed 
Savers Exchange
10:45  BREAK
11:00  Seed Saving – Dr. Mark Hutton, University of 
Maine Extension Seeds Specialist
12:00  Potluck Lunch
1:00  Crop Improvement – Dr. Hutton
2:00  Farmer Circle (10 minutes each): Bryan Connelly 
– Home-made Hybrids, Jack Kertesz – Seed Crop Trial-
ing, Dr. John Sokoloski – Breeding for Nutrition and 
Over-Wintering Kale, Suzanne Webber – Garden Seed-
Saving, Jeremy Barker-Plotkin – Breeding Healthy 
Tomatoes.  Questions and Discussion Following.
(Inspired by the pioneering work by Brett Grohsgal, Frank 
Morton, and Brian O’Hara, who integrate seed crops into 
their market farms, farmers will share their seed and experi-
ences of how to grow unique ‘vintage vegetables’ for supe-
rior flavor and cold-hardiness in New England.)

3:30 BREAK
4:00  Seed Exchange
5:00  BREAK for DINNER
7:00  Food Film and GMO Discussion
8:30  Storytelling and Songs with Will Bonsall

Oct 30th, Sunday
(By 9:00 Please bring your squash to the farm kitchen 
to be baked)

10:00  Singing with Will Bonsall
10:30  Bryan O’Hara – Integrating Seed Crops on Your 
Market Farm
11:30  Discovering Heirloom Squash with CR Lawn 
and Bryan Connolly – and Squash Tasing Buffet
12:45  On-Farm Crop Improvement – Team 

12:45 Seed Claning with Kids
2:00 Sharing Practical Seed-Saving Tips
2:00 Teachers and Kids Circle – School Seed Projects 
and Displays
3:30  Closing Circle

Contacts: 
CR Lawn and Eli Rogosa
207-872-9093 or 207-314-5429
growseed@yahoo.com
For Details: www.Growseed.org
Free registration for students, teachers, and kids

COMMUNITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE 
(CSA): ALTERNATIVE MARKETING OP-
PORTUNITY FOR GROWERS AND FARMERS 
WORKSHOP
When:  Tuesday, November 1, 2005, 8:30-3:00 pm
Where:  The Massabesic Audubon Center, Auburn, NH
    Are you looking at alternative marketing opportunities 
for selling your farm’s products?  Do you want to connect 
more with the customers and strengthen the local food sys-
tem through Community Supported Agriculture?
    To tackle these questions, UNH Cooperative Extension, 
with the support of USDA’s Risk Management Agency has 
organized a workshop Tuesday, Nov 1, 2005 at the Massa-
besic Audubon Center, in Auburn, Sharing the Harvest, 
CSA as an Alternative Marketing Opportunity for 
Growers and Farmers
    The morning session will feature David Trumble, the Lo-
cal Harvest CSA, Concord, NH; Michael Docter, the Food 
Bank Farm, Hadley, MA; Genevieve Stillman, Stillman’s 
Greenhouses and Farm Stand, Lunenburn and New Brain-
tree, MA.  Afternoon presenters will discuss how to build 
a customer base in the local community and work with 
non-profit organizations.  Registration is $15 per person, 
to cover lunch and handout materials, if received before 
Oct. 26.  For more information, contact UNH Cooperative 
Extension, Rockingham County, at 603-679-5616 or email 
Nada.Haddad@UNH.edu
Directions to The Massabesic Audubon Center
26 Audubon Way, Auburn, NH. 
     1. From I-93 and points West and North and South of Man-
chester, take Exit 7, Route 101 East(Seacoast). Watch for the 
brown Audubon signs....
     2. From points East of Manchester, go toward Manchester on 
Route 101. Watch for the brown Audubon signs....
     3. .... Take Exit 1 and go south onto Route 28 Bypass. Travel 
1/8mile to traffic circle.
     4. Proceed half way through the circle, continuing on the 
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Route 28 Bypass. You’ll see Lake Massabesic on your left.
     5. Travel 1.9 miles to Spofford Road. Turn left onto Spofford 
Road and continue for ¼ mile. 
     6. Turn left onto Audubon Way (on the corner as Spofford 
Road veers right).
     7. Parking lot is on the left, opposite the Center. 

VEGETABLE AND BERRY GROWERS  MEET-
ING, NOVEMBER 5
Sponsered by the New England Vegetable and Berry 
Growers’ Association and New England States Coopera-
tive Extension.
When?  Saturday, November 5, 2005
Where?  at White’s of Westport
66 State Road, Route 6
Exit 9 East or Exit 10 West off  I-195
PROGRAM

--9:30 AM……Registration $10.00.  The registration 
fee is waived for members of the Association

--10:00………..pH and Soil Testing Kits for the Green-
house. Dr. Doug Cox, University of Massachusetts. 
Doug will provide information about the accuracy of 
these devices and tips for using them. 

--10:40………..Phytophthora and Downy Mildew Up-
date. Dr. Rob Wick, University of Massachusetts. Rob 
will discuss the occurrence these diseases in 2005 and 
methods for managing them.

--11:20………...Spreader-Stickers and Other Adjuvants. 
Tom Carter, Helena Chemical Co. There are a number 
of products on the market and Tom will tell us what 
they do and how to use them.

--12:00 Noon…..Lunch $12.00. To reserve a lunch, 
call John Howell at  413-773-0412 or email to: 
howell@umext.umass. Reservations must be 
RECEIVED by October 29, 2005 so meals can be 
ordered on time.

--1:00 PM………New England Vegetable and Berry 
Growers Association announcements.

--1:05…………...Energy Conservation in the Green-
house. John Bartok, University of Connecticut, Emeri-
tus. The high cost of energy is on everyone’s mind. 
John will show us cost effective methods of cutting 
energy use in the greenhouse (more)

--1:50……………Wind Power on the Farm.  John 
Kelly Grower and Teacher, Otis, MA.  John has been 
developing a wind generating system on his farm.  He 
will discuss the potential for these systems and tell us 
about his experience in developing one and dealing 
with the electric company.

--2:35…………….Alternative Fuels For the Green-
house and Farm.  John Bartok, University of Connecti-
cut, Emeritus.  John will talk about using alternative 

fuels such as biodiesel, ethanol, used motor oil, wood 
and used cooking oils and grease.

--3:20…………….Have a safe trip home.
NOTE: You will receive 1.5 hours credit toward pesticide re-
certification by attending the morning portion of this meeting.  
Session # UMA2005-40.

EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR 
EXEPTIONAL FARMERS
North Amherst Community Farm, Amherst MA
    North Amherst Community Farm, Inc. (NACF) is a non-
profit organization created to purchase and protect 39 acres 
of prime farmland in Amherst, MA. NACF’s goals include 
(but are not limited to):

*the creation of a CSA (Community Supported Agriculture 
Farm)

*a retail farmstand open to the public
*community and educational programming  
    NACF invites experienced farmer(s) to submit proposals 
to develop a thriving farm business using organic prac-
tices, to begin in 2006. We expect to enter into a long-term 
lease of 3-5 years renewable for a longer period. The farm 
includes 35.5 acres of open, tillable land under the state’s 
Agricultural Protection Restriction (APR) program, a 
farmhouse, 6 barns, and perennial stream. Surrounded by 
10,000 residents within one mile, and having frontage on a 
major thoroughfare near the University of Massachusetts, 
the location is ideally suited for a successful CSA and 
farmstand. Please visit our web site for more information 
and proposal requirements: www.nacfonline.org. Questions 
or requests to visit the location must be received by No-
vember 20 and may be directed to Steve Dunn at 413-549-
3799 (sdunn@MtHolyoke.edu). Proposal review will begin 
Nov. 30th and conclude when a suitable applicant has been 
found. Send to: sdunn@MtHolyoke.edu, or 161 Pine St, 
Amherst, MA 01002. 

FARMER TO FARMER CONFERENCE,  IN 
MAINE
November 4-6, 2005
Atlantic Oakes-By-the-Sea
Bar Harbor, Maine
    Farmer to Farmer is an opportunity for farmers and 
other experts to learn from each other. Maine Organic 
Farming and Gardening Association (MOFGA) and Uni-
versity of Maine Cooperative Extension (UMCE) plan 
the conference so that farmers can talk about what works 
for them – and what doesn’t – while learning new ideas 
from University faculty, farmers and others. Presentations 
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and workshops are given by people who have hands-on 
experience and first-hand knowledge, and there’s plenty of 
interaction with the audience. We also make sure there’s 
lots of time for talk in informal settings all weekend.  Many 
farm families use the Conference as a “mini-vacation” as 
well as a learning opportunity. Meals are a highlight. The 
cooks at Atlantic Oakes use local, mostly organic ingredi-
ents to create wonderful food. Atlantic Oakes has an indoor 
pool, downtown Bar Harbor is a short and pleasant stroll 
away, and the biking and hiking trails in Acadia are still a 
treat in early November (most years, anyway!). 
FEATURED SPEAKERS:
    Rosaly Bass - Rosaly’s Garden, Stephen Bibula - Sun-
rise Acres Farm, Jude Boucher - University of CT Coop-
erative Extension, John Bunker - Fedco Trees, Chris Cav-
endish- Fishbowl Farm, Matt Gerald- Sweet Pea’s Farm 
Store & Winery, Becky Grube- University of NH Coop-
erative Extension, Mark Guzzi Peacemeal Farm, John 
Halloran- USDA Agricultural Research Service, John 
Harker- ME Dept of Ag and Rural Resources, Bob Hawes- 
University of ME Emeritus, Rick Kersbergen- Univer-
sity of ME Cooperative Extension, Seth Kroeck- Crystal 
Spring Community Farm, Russell Libby- MOFGA, Laura 
Millay- King Hill Farm, Ellis Percy- Spruce Bush Farm, 
David Pimentel- Cornell University, Richard Rudolph- 
Rippling Waters Farm, Diane Schivera- MOFGA, Sonia 
Schoelmann- Univ. of MA Cooperative Extension, Linda 
Smithers- Medicine Hill Farm, Ann van Arsdale- High 
Meadows Farm, Greg Warren- Farm Family Insurance
Friday • November 4th

--1:15 pm Farm Tour.  Farm tours will be held at Card-
ing Brook Farm, and Five Star Nursery & Orchard in 
Brookline, MA 

--5:30 Early registration and social hour: Bring a “Taste 
of the Farm” for others to try

--7:00 Join us for dinner at local restaurants - see sign 
up board at registration 

Saturday • November 5th
--7:15 am Registration opens
--9:00 Opening remarks
--9:15 Morning Presentations

 A. Grapes for Cold Climates
 B. High Quality Greens: Working Out the Kinks
 C. Heritage Breed Turkeys: Production, Marketing,
       and Breed Conservation
 D. Farm Insurance: What You Should Know

--12:30 Lunch
--2:30 Afternoon Presentations

 E. Pumpkins & Squash

 F. Maine’s Small Farmers: The Next Generation
 G. Raising and Marketing Pigs
 H. Considerations for Managing your Crop 
       Portfolio

--5:30 Social Hour - Bring a “Taste of the Farm”
--7:00 Dinner

Sunday • November 6th
--8:30 Keynote: Organic Food and the Challenges of 
the Future by David Pimentel 

--10:00 Morning Presentations
 I. Energy Issues for Farmers
 J. Cut Flowers

 K. Maine Grass Farmers Network Information 
       Session

--1:00 Lunch & Wrap-up 
--2:00 Growers meeting for certified producers

REGISTRATION FEES
    Full Conference Registration - $85; partial registration is 
possible
Meals package - $50 includes all conference meals, 
children’s rates and meals a la carte are available.
See sign up board at registration. (Pay on your own)
ACCOMMODATIONS
    Accommodations will be handled directly through the 
hotel. We’ve arranged a special rate of $68/room per night 
(double occupancy). Please call Rachelle at Atlantic Oakes 
at 288-5801 to book your room. Be sure to mention that 
you will be attending the Farmer to Farmer conference. 
Also, make sure to mention if you would like to share a 
room.
Directions to Atlantic Oakes-by-the-Sea:
    From Ellsworth, take Route 3 east towards Bar Harbor. 
Atlantic Oakes-by-the-Sea is on the left, immediately past 
Bay Ferry’s The Cat (Ferry to Nova Scotia), and just before 
the College of the Atlantic
For more information call MOFGA at 207-568-4142 or 
visit: www.mofga.org

--Eric Sideman, MOFGA

Vegetable Notes, Ruth Hazzard, editor and Ben Hunsdorfer, Assistant 
Editor.  Vegetable Notes is published weekly from May to September 

and at intervals during the off-season, and includes contributions from 
the faculty and staff of the UMass Extension Vegetable Program, other 
universities and USDA agencies, growers, and private IPM consultants.  
Authors of articles are noted; author and photographer is R. Hazzard if 

none is cited.

Where trade names or commercial products are used, no company or 
product endorsement is implied or intended.  Always read the label 

before using any pesticide.  The label is the legal document for product 
use.  Disregard any information in this newsletter if it is in conflict with 

the label.
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